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September 11th
Looms

Large

Our worship services on September 11 will be
blessed by a guest preacher this year. It is our
Rally Day for the opening of Sunday School
and we want to begin in a special way. Rev.
Ron Cook will be our guest preacher on Sept.
11. He has led us in learning new songs this
summer in an enjoyable way. He has been a
minister of the Uniting Church of Australia
since 1976 and he has been a trained Interim
minister since 2001. He has served four
parishes in Australia and seven interim
assignments in his long career in ministry. He
is an able singer, father, grandfather and
husband. This Rally Day is a chance for us to
celebrate who we are and how we fit in God’s
kingdom. We hope all will find a place in
Sunday School- children, youth and adults-
and that we can all grow in faith.

At 5 pm we will enjoy J.A.M. (Jesus and a
Meal) together, where the Worship Committee
will host the free community dinner and the
youth will share their musical talents in
entertainment. At 7 pm, following the
entertainment, we will have our Church
Conference, where the whole church is invited
to hear what we have accomplished in the year
gone by and what we have planned for the
year ahead. We hope all will be able to attend
these special offerings on 9/11.

Most of the country will be remembering this
9/11/11 date with somber remembrances of
the devastating Twin Tower disaster. So much

loss of life, so many hurt families, so much
anger and violence directed at our country and
at the countries of those who caused our pain.
At this 10™ anniversary of 9/11 we pause to
remember those who are suffering from grief,
pain and/or resentment. It is difficult to
remember that period in our life and yet it is
important to look to the past to build on for the
future. We came together as a country after the
9/11 attacks. We came to church and we
offered prayers to God for those who were
involved in the disaster. We resolved to be a
better people, more interested in God and
prayer. We insulated our country from attack by
Homeland security and counter attacks. We
planned to rebuild in the footprint of the Twin
Towers and to always remember those who
died. Not all of our plans have come to
completion- some are still yet to be. That is the
way it is with life, some of it is still in the
planning stage, some has seen completion,
and some is yet to be.

As we come to 9/11, we find we are all in the
stage of life where there is more to learn, more
to do and more to be. It is with the help of God
that we are able to get through the most difficult
times in our lives and in the world events. Let
us continue to worship together and grow in our
faith so that we are able to walk with God in the
midst of any difficulties that may come and
endure the pain that may come with this 9/11.

Rev. Lisa Cook
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Financial Update:

As of June 30, 2011:

At the end of June, we are 50% through
our year!! Hard to believe! Here are some
figures for the end of June

Total Income Received: $107,926
Total Budget: $240,648
Percentage met: 44.8%
Total Expenses incurred: $119,688
Total Expenditure budget: $240,648
Percentage met: 49.7%

Church Meeting

On September 11, 2011 at 7 pm
we will hold our annual church
meeting called the Church
Conference. This is a meeting where the overseer
of the churches in our area, the District
Superintendent, (DS) Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Maxwell,
comes to each church in the Saginaw Bay district
and hears what has happened in the past year and
what each church intends to do in the year, and
years, ahead.

We asked if we could have our Church Conference
on an evening where we have JAM (Jesus and a
Meal) so the DS could see how we are reaching
out into the community. JAM will be at 5 pm, with
a wonderful meal, as always. We will have a
special program after dinner and then the Church
Conference after the program. We hope you will
come to JAM and stay for the program and Church
Conference. We hope you will put a note on your
calendar for 9/11/11 at 5 pm to be at JAM, the
program and the Conference!

Rev. Lisa Cook

The Food Pantry is looking for help to
unload the big truck on the 2nd and 4th
Thursdays of the month from 10 to noon.
If you are able to help, please contact
Bob Finn at 345-0493

United
Methodist

Women
Full Day Retreat ~ September 24,9 a.m. — 8
p-m. (approximately)

Women — teens and above — take advantage of
this opportunity to spend the day in a beautiful
setting while growing in faith at Bambi Lake
Camp and Conference Center near Roscommon.
Mary Whitman will be leading us on “Faith,
Hope, Love — In Action.”

Brochures for this event, which is sponsored by
our United Methodist Women, can be found on
the UMW bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or
can be downloaded from the UMW Website
fumcumw.homestead.com The fee for the Re-
treat is $25 and may be sent — with your name,
address, and phone number — to Emily Warnecke,
First United Methodist Church, 2490 W State Rd,

West Branch, MI, 48661.

We encourage carpooling—you can start your
fellowshipping on the way to the Retreat!! You
may call Sherrie Hickman (345.5755) if you have
questions. This event is not restricted to our
church...bring a friend or family member.

Fall Rummage Sale in early October — Keep it
in mind as you redecorate by de-cluttering!! What
you give blesses those who purchase and the
missions supported by the United Methodist
Women.

United Methodist Women’s Sunday is October

16 — a celebration of our purpose.

Coming in September

Beginning Monday evening, September 12, the Mighty
Kiwanis Chorus will begin rehearsals at FUMC.

Practice will be from 7:30 to 9pm. Special extra
practice will be provided prior to the 7:30pm time for
those who would like extra help.

Nothing but enthusiasm is required to participate!
Questions? Call the director Mary Lynch



4 Steeplenotes September, 2011
e f;\"".ﬁl '
%!&1\,:‘;} i September ur new Carillon Bells make
H g, S . .
By . beautiful music!
5{..‘?:‘3;%;4 B'rthdays If you have a favorite hymn you would
- like to have played on a specific
1 Lori Anderson day to commemorate a special occasion,
3 Rosemary Gillespie call Emily Warr_mecke at 345-3806. .
8 Alyson Hintz The donation is $25 and your song will play 3
| times during your specified day.
14 Julie Pugh
17 Gary Durkee Sponsored days in August were:
18 Rya_m VanGoethem August 11 Scott and Joanna Kartes in celebration of
Emily Warnecke their anniversary.
19 Yvonne Corey 19 Rose and Rick White for Rose’s birthday.
Nona Lucas 20 Kay and Kent Davison in celebration of
Sharron Ibbotson their 51st Wedding anniversary.
21 Cameron Clark September sponsors are:
David Lucas September 3 Emily Warnecke in honor of her mom’s
23 DeEtta Nicholas Birthday.
Heaven Snider 10 Shirley McClenahen in memory of her
25 Jason Buhlman and Mac’s wedding anniversary.
14 Troy Brown and Gail Curtis in
Beth Burger celebration of their wedding
27 Eve Chambers anniversary.
28 Thomas Morris 15 Nancy and Richard Inman
29 Adam Schaiberger 29 Helen Jennings
September We want to-thank
everyone who-hasg

Anhniversaries sent cards; notes and

prayers to-encourage ug ov

1 lvan and Jacqueline Lewis B\ owr jouwrney.
6 Thomas and Lynn Morris We appreciate yow so-very muich/!
13 Ken and Theresa Snider Rev. Bruce and, Jearwine Dentov
14 Troy Brown and Gail Curtis
. . Thank you so much for performing Taylor’s baptism and for
18 Tricia and Ken Weisend the nice gift bag. We truly appreciate it. It was so wonderful to
22 Laura and Patrick Prescott have him baptized in my “home” church with my family
present. It was also really great to see so many familiar faces
in the congregation. I wish that we could come home more
If you don't find your name in the Oﬁe"}-l e o _—
list of birthaays and/or hanls againfor everyihing Jim, Nick and Taylor Suppes
anniversaries, let the office know! ' v PP
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Theresa Snider
Director of
Youth
989-345-0210

tsnider@westbranchfumc.org

Youth News
September
2011

ur Summer Enrichment Program has come to an end and the beginning of school is fast ap-

proaching. We had a great deal of fun this summer. This year as part of the incentive pro-

gram kids brought in can goods and non-perishable food for the food pantry. Between what
was collected during VBS and Summer Enrichment the kids donated 344 items to the food pantry.
Way to go kids! We also took up a special offering each day during the program to be donated to
Whispering Hope Ranch Ministries. During VBS $80.53 was given and during Summer Enrichment
$190.30 was given. We presented these special offerings to the Whispering Hope Ranch owners
while we were there taking our celebratory horseback riding trip for those children who earned
enough incentive points to go on the trip. We had 7 children in all who reached the incentive goal of
320 incentive points. Those children are Allie and Kassie Dunaj, Madison Tousigna, Lexi and Mac-
kenzie Weisend, and Dylan and Lauren Zaske. They worked hard to get the incentive and deserved

every minute of our hour long riding trip. Congratulate them if you happen to see them around.

Dates to Remember

September 11th —Rally Day
October 2nd— Calendar Sales
Begin—Ends November 15th

We have been invited to do a
mini-mission trip of sorts. Rom-
ulus Community UMC

( Cindy ’s Church) is having
a community food give-a-way.
We have been invited to come
down and work at the event. If
there is anyone interested in
volunteering at this event
please let me know. The date
of the event is Saturday, Sep-
tember 24th. Time to be an-
nounced at a later date.

@iving... it’s the
Christian Wagy!

Giving of your time is included in that way.
Our youth programs are dependent upon
volunteers. With the beginning of school
just around the corner we are in need of get-
ting volunteers on board for a new youth
program for all youth grades 1st thru 12th.
This program will not be possible without
the support of the congregation. Regular
and occasional volunteers are needed.
Please consider volunteering today. There
will be a sign up sheets and more details in
the upcoming bulletins.

Thank you, Theresa
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J.A.M.

Sunday September 11th
2:00pm

Our meal is hosted by the
Worship Committee

After our FREE meal we will be
entertained with
Church Talent
We have many types. forms and
styles of talent being performed by
many talented people in our church.

The program will be followed by our
Church Charge Conference

Annual Harvest Dinner
* Sunday
September 18th
* Dinner
5:00-6:30pm

Tickets are available at the
First United Methodist Church office
and Morse Clark Furniture

ADULTS $9.00 CHILD 6-11 $5.00
5 AND UNDER FREE

Entertainment 7:00pm

Sunday School Class
by Marly Allen

People remember stories, whether written,
spoken or visual, far more than they ever
remember a lecture on a subject. Those of
you who are already fans of the Harry
Potter movies and books know that Harry’s
story is very well told, even when you
ignore the “magic” part. It has occurred to
me that there are also many biblical morals
that shine through these stories, including
such things as sibling jealousy, standing
up for what’s right and appreciating other’s
gifts. Put into a Sunday school class, these
are the things that people would remember
and be able to use in everyday life, long
after the class is done.

| need to know how many adults would be
interested in attending a Harry Potter
Sunday School class, so please let Lisa
know. If you have questions, you can call
the church office and they will contact me.

Marly Allen

Anyone interested in purchasing a
FALCON CARD
Please contact Ben Osterland
Thank you for the support!
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A REMINDER. ...

If You have signed up for alter flowers or for
sponsorship of a Radio Broadcast-- A reminder
that each vase of flowers is $7.50 and the Radio
Broadcast is $65.00. This money can be included
in your donation envelope---just please note on
envelope “flowers” or “radio”.

Thank you for your sponsorship of the beautiful
Altar flowers and our important Sunday
morning broadcast!

Disciple Bible Study
more about the Bible? Using

the UMC Disciple Bible Study

Bible in the 34 week class. It (=

is a great way to learn more

about this precious book of

different times and not only have | learned
more about the Bible every time but everyone

Have you wanted to learn

series we cover 70% of the J
our faith. | have taught this class over 10

in the class has been spiritually enlightened.

We will hold Disciple Bible Study classes on
Thursday mornings from 9-11am and Thursday
evenings from 6:30-8:30 pm beginning
September 8", throughout the fall and winter. |
will be the teacher for both classes. Some in
our church have covered the New Testament in
the Fall of 2009 and they will be able to join us
for the completion of their study as they work
on the Old Testament with either of these two
classes. The cost will only be $34 per person
for the Disciple Bible Study workbook. If you
would like to be a part of this great introductory
Bible study class, please call the church office
at 345-0210 or email Lisa at
wbfumc@sbcglobal.net

| hope that you will be able to deepen your faith
with this in depth Bible study as the words and
thoughts of God come alive in our study of the
Holy Bible.

Missing??727929
: CHURCH

¥
QE_" LIBRARY BOOKS
Perhaps you have one (or more) of these books at home.
These books have been checked out of the church library
for quite some time- and have not yet been returned.

Perhaps you have seen them and are finished
reading or reviewing them?

Always Jan- (Henke)

Ancient Judaism & the New Testament ( Grant)
Anne Frank (Frank)

At Home in Mitford- - (Karon)

Book of Bible Stories ( Trumpet Club)

By Dawn’s Early Light- (Grant & Hunt)
Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul- (Canfield)
Chicken Soup for the Pre-Teenage Soul- (Canfield)
Children’s Bible in Story

Glorious Appearing- (LaHaye & Jenkins)

Great Bible Stories for Children- (Easterly)
Highland Legacy- (Bateman )

Keeping the Promise (Speare)

Kristy’s Big Day- (Martin)

Mandi and the Invisible Troublemaker —(Leppard)
Maryland _(Lough)

Murder List- (Garwood)

Picture of Guilt: Nancy Drew (Keene)

Prince Caspian-(C. S. Lewis)

Red- (Ted Dekker)

Redeeming Love-(Francine Rivers)
Self-Nurture- (Domar)

Silenced- _ (Jenkins)

Soon (Jenkins)

Stories for a Teen’s Heart- (Gray)

The Betrayal- (Lewis)

The Bride- (Garwood)

The Children’s Illustrated Bible (Hastings)
The Harvest-(Martin & Rutledge)

The Hobbit-(Tolkein)

The Horse and His Boy —(C.S. Lewis)

The Magician’s Nephew (C.S. Lewis)

The Message: Bible in Contemporary Language-
(Peterson)

The Street in the Old House (St. George)
The Visitation- (Peretti)

Thorn in my Heart- (Higgs)

Three — (Ted Dekker)

Tramp for the Lord (TenBoom)

Who’s Who in the Bible — (Gardner)
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A New-0Old Project

It has been several years
since WE have properly
maintained the 2 elevated
planters in front of the church.
They used to have shrubs in
them based on pictures on old
church directories.

The church Board of Trustees
has recently considered having them torn down or
replaced. | have volunteered to direct the effort to keep
and upgrade them.

My hope and intention is to repair and plant them to all
flowering perennials.

Jim Macintyre has agreed to install a timed automatic
watering system which is critical as the are both under the
eave overhang of the church and they get very little rain.

I am hoping volunteers will help with the following
projects. We should have the planters ready for planting
by mid-September. We do have a budget set by the
Trustees so we can buy materials.

1) Carpenters to build treated wood steps to safely get to
each planter.

2) Masons to clean and re-mortar the 3 areas where the
planters are leaning away from the church to stop
leakage. Also they could drill holes to remove the
excess water.

3) Builders to design and install exterior wing walls (or
buttresses) to hopefully prevent the planter walls from
moving any more away from the church.

4) Gardeners to add topsoil, prepare the ground for
planting, and plant the new plants. These volunteers
could help prepare a Planting Plan.

| have asked the garden committee to submit plant
information from dividing present perennials in the
Memorial Garden. (perennials should be divided every 4-
5 years anyway). Anyone who has really good perennials
that we might use may also let me know.

If you can help, please call the church office and leave
your name and number.

Thanks,
Phil

Hospice of Helping Hends
Annydl Yeard Sdle

Friday September 9th

I\ 9am—7pm

Y Saturday September 10th
-~

9am—6pm

S Sunday September 11th
% Bag Day! $1.00 a bag
10am-3pm

at the
Old West Branch Industries Building
(1/2 mile east of West Branch on M-55—
orange bldg.)

Hospice of Helping Hands ia a non-profit organization. All
proceeds from this event benefit patients and families of Hospice
of Helping Hands with no insurance.

For more information call, 800-992-6592 or go to

www.HospiceofHelpingHands.com

You Can Make A Difference!

No matter who you are, you’ve got something
to offer hospice patients. Typically, the needs
are simple-companionship, emotional support,
someone to hold a hand or just listen. The small
things that you can provide make an enormous
difference in someone’s life.

For more information about the Hospice
Advantage Volunteer Program, please contact
Nikki Biermann at (989) 343-2470 or email
nbiermann@hospiceadvantage.com

Your gift is your presence.

STEEPLENOTES
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&od’s Country Cooperative Parish Mission Trip
June 19 thru 24, 2011

First we want to thank the congregation for the
spiritual and financial assistance for our
. successful mission trip. Your Christian love was
felt by each one of us. The “crew” consisted of:
Richard and Nancy Inman, Doug and Sheryl
Hubbell, Dave Hickman, Dalton Huey and Jim
Macintyre. We all camped at Tahquamenon State
park, Rivermouth Campground. For Richard and
Nancy it was “old home week” as they spent 5
weeks last year working in the cooperative. Dave
had spent a week aiding the team last year, the
rest of us were “newcomers”. For that week we
were all transformed from “Trolls” to Honorary
“Yoopers”. Our base of operations was from the
Paradise UMC. Our Sunday night indoctrination
was in the Hulbert UMC. That is when we
received the locations and scope of just where
and what we would be working on starting
Monday morning. We were given two locations
so our group started out being separated into two
groups. Richard and Nancy, Dave and Dalton
were to be working in a home adding drywall to
two bedrooms as well as addressing some
insulation problems. Doug, Sheryl and | were to
build a wheelchair ramp at another home. Each
of our groups were assigned an Intern by the
coordinator for GCCP, Katie Peterson. They were
to assist with our daily devotions as well as
coordination in insuring adequate supplies were
on hand. In the 42 half days of work the following
was accomplished: Insulation replaced as
-needed, all walls of the two bedrooms were dry
walled, mudded, sanded and primed ready for
finish paint. All this while working around
numerous obstacles and dismantling beds,
cleaning up and reassembling beds daily. Other
obstacles were a large washer and dryer and a
hot water heater. On Thursday morning a water
leak required repair by the team as well. The
ramp team started with the aid of a Hulbert UMC
member, Jim Snody, who had been to the site
and had much of the materials there. As more
materials were required Jim or Katie made sure

they were on site. The ramp was competed in just
over two days despite the rain and the UP
vultures, (mosquitoes). The ramp team moved to
the other home and re-roofed a large pump house
and then moved inside to start the task of adding
paneling to the bathroom walls. The team feels
that we were able to accomplish everything asked
of us in our stay and perhaps even a bit more.
The two families we were able to assist were very
pleased and grateful for our services. Two people
were able to get out of their homes without family
members needing to lift them from the porch. The
other family had drywall up for the first time in
nearly 20 years as well as a start in finishing the
bathroom. Richard and Nancy had worked on the
drywall project last year by installing it in the
bathroom for the first time since the house was
built.

On Monday Night we were treated to a wonderful
Chicken dinner by the Hulbert UMC. We were all
well fed and had good Christian fellowship. The
total membership of Hulbert UMC had increased
on that Sunday to 7. They had just accepted two
new members on the 19th. The dinner was a sort
of celebration for them as well. It is a beautiful log
Church with a magnificent stone chimney. It is
very well kept and in a good location. Visit it the
next time you are in the area and attend if you are
there on a Sunday. On Tuesday and Wednesday
our group had potluck dinners and fellowship. On
Thursday Katie had a Pasty dinner for us at the
Paradise UMC followed by Fellowship. Paradise
UMC is also a very nice Church. It is much newer
and has a fellowship hall. It would be good to visit
and attend there as well.

Our team was one of four working in the area that
week, so much was accomplished for the
Cooperative. It is a wonderful mission to be able
to help those right here in Michigan. It has been
uplifting to donate skills and time to help our

Brothers and Sisters in Christ. Jim Macintyre
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American
Red Cross

BLOOD DRIVE
West Branch Church of God
601 Progress Street
Thursday, Sept 15, 2011
12noon—5:45 pm

Sponsored by
UMM

To schedule an appointment call 1-
800-RED CROSS or log onto
redcrossblood.org, sponsor code:
WB Church
Come out an donate this month and you
could win a $500 Best Buy gift card and
$250 in free groceries and $125 in free
gas from Meijer!

To: Food Pantry Contributors

On behalf of the Food Bank—Good
Samaritan Fund—Salvation Army
operation sponsored by the Ogemaw
County Clergy Fellowship, [ want to
thank you for your wonderful contri-
bution. As you know, the economy of
this region has led to needs that no one
could have foreseen even a few months
ago. Every donation in support of the
operation is critically needed.

We would invite anyone interested
in what goes on with the Operation to
come visit and even better, donate a
little time to help out. The Salvation
Army—Good Samaritan fund people
are present each Monday thru Friday
from 10am until noon. The Food Bank
is open on Wednesday during the same
time period. In addition, people in
critical need can call and make arrange-
ments to pick up food at other times.

Thank you again for your donation
and support. They are greatly
appreciated.

God’s Peace,
The Rev. Robert Finn

PRAYER CONCERNS

We have updated the Prayer concerns list, if
you are listed below, and wish to continue on the prayer concern
list, please call, email or drop a note at the office. =~ When a
prayer concern is received, our secretary will note the following
information: date, contact person, their telephone number, and
the person for whom we are praying. If after two weeks there
has been no contact, we will call the contact person to see if
they wish to continue on the list or are to be taken off.

Baby Fay

Pat Clayton
Kent Davison
Rev. Bruce Denton
Maxine Gehl
Richard Gehl Jr.
Christine Jacobs
Carol Ann Kapp
Ashleigh Kauffman
Erma Krumm
Tommy Libby
Heather Merrow
Phyllis Morris
Lewis Mounts
Bev Neal

Ted Newton
Sarah Oliver
Becky Parks

Jim Routson
Mary Vines
George Widrig

Membership Care Committee

Extended Care
Helen Bullen
Barb Brasseur
Marie Dunn

Ilah Hickman
Irene Miller
Charlotte Perdew
Betty Richardson
Jane Robbins
Ruth Saari
Elizabeth Wilcox

Military

Sgt Rick K Glass

BM2 Michael Kirchhoff
Sgt3 Brendan Pizzala
David Trombley

In Iraq:
SSG Jay Hale

Afghanistan:
Sgt. William Klemmer
Chad Hollobaugh

Prayer is communication with the Divine.
It can be whispered or chanted or written or expressed in the
work you do. However it is expressed, it is never in vain.

~Donna Wilk Cardillo
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September 4 11 18 25
2011
Greeters Jim and Caroline Marilyn Nathan and Mark and Lori Jim and Marilyn
8:30 Warren Jeanette Leathorn Carter Armstrong
Greeters Bev Scott David and Ruth Judy Kelley
11:00 Stout
Coffee Hour Bill Warnecke NO COFFEE HOUR
8:30 Harvest Dinner set-up
C H
°ﬁ;ffbo o Gail Curtis NO COFFEE HOUR
Harvest Dinner set-up
Nl:;;gry Linda Vincent Beth Orr Nancy J. Hughey Clara Clark
N;J;B%'y Cheryl McFarland Liz Steinhurst Sue Smith Betty McClintic
Ushers 8:30

Ushers 11:00

Altar Flowers

Mary Cummings

Shirley McClenahen

Joe and Clara Clark

Theresa and Ken Snider

Naomi Bunting

Ken and Tricia

Radi Shirley McClenah
adio irley McClenahen Weisend
Lay Reader Betty Robinson Riley Griffin Tom Zaske Kerry Zaske
8:30
Lay Reader . . . .
11:00 Ivan Lewis Ivan Lewis Ivan Lewis Ivan Lewis

If you wish to sponsor a radio broadcast ($65) or altar flowers ($7.50/vase) please notify church office
(345-0210) or place your name on sign-up sheet on entry bulletin board. You may take your flowers home
following 11:00 service. Leave the white liners at church by using one of the large plastic cups found in
the sacristy (hallway off front of sanctuary) and use white gloves to handle vases. If you want 2 vases,
please note this so others will know. When you pay for them, please make notation on check or envelope
that it is for flowers or radio; place in offering plate, mail or bring to the church office.

Steeplenotes is published monthly by the First United Methodist Church of West Branch. Items being
submitted for publication must be received in the church office by the 20th of the current month for
publication in the next issue of Steeplenotes. Edited and published by Peggy Hosfelt.
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