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Rethink the Impossible

God has done some impossibly amazing things
in bringing Jesus into our world. God came to a
young woman named Mary and told her to not be
afraid for she would bear a special child. God
came to her husband-to-be, Joseph, and told him
to not be afraid for he would watch over the
mother and child, God came to the shepherds
and told them not to be afraid for they were the
ones hearing good news of great joy on the birth
of Jesus. Amazing things sometimes seem
impossible to us. Is there a category in our brains
for impossibly amazing things? We know, in our
head and in our hearts, that impossibly amazing
things are all in the category of God’s doing.

AThe virgin
birth to a son, and they will call him

Immanuekwhi ch means,
Matthew 1:23

shal l be

This Christmastime we celebrate that amazing
work of God bringing Jesus into the world. He
could have come at any time, in any form, for any
reason. He came during the first century Roman
occupation of Israel. He came as a baby to our
unmarried couple, a teenage mother and a
reluctant husband to be, instead of a warrior king
coming to save and to release from an
impossible dominating Roman occupation. He
came to serve instead of to be served, to provide
an unbelievable model of God’s love, mercy and
grace. He came to die for our sins and to bring
impossible salvation for all who believed. Jesus
came for you and for me in a way that few
recognized and even fewer understood.

Advent, the four weeks from November 27-
December 24, A d v e nnteans “coming” in the
Latin. During Advent we await the coming of
Christ, both as a reminder of the babe in
Bethlehem and the future second coming of
Christ into the world in glory at the end of the
age. This Advent we pause to remember God’s
mighty work in Jesus Christ as he is born into the
world a small child and grows into one who is
known as teacher, healer, redeemer and savior.
Advent gives us four weeks to remember, every
year, the impossibly amazing gift of Jesus into
our world. Advent leads us to think, to pause and
to celebrate the Christmas story without all the

gifts and gadgets that have clogged up our
Christmas celebrations these days. We think of
Isaiah impossibly foretelling the coming of a
savior, a servant of the Lord, far into the future as
found in Isaiah 42:1-4, “He is my servant, whom |
uphold, my chosen one in whom | delight...” We
think of the impossibly young woman, Mary
hearing from the angel Gabriel in Luke 1:26-38,
“You will be with child and give birth to a son, and
you are to give him the name Jesus...” We
remember the impossibly different John the
Baptist come to prepare the way for the ministry
of Jesus as told in Luke 3:1-18, “A voice of one
calling in the desert, prepare the way for the
Lord, make straight paths for him...” and of his

deatht ahthe kahd$ of King HeraddWe thinkiofithe g i v

walk from Galilee to Jerusalem, 68 miles more or

i Go dessiw@'ch nglfldttahe fow gays ﬁ/{ more so that

the impossibly pregnant couple, Mary and
Joseph, could be counted in the Emperor’s
census taking.

When we think of the impossible, we define it
as works that can’t be done. This Advent let’s
remember that God is in the business of the
impossible and rethink the impossible as all the
ways that God can work in the world. Let’s think
of all the impossible ways that God can change
us this Advent. Let’s think of all the impossible
things that God can do to change the world.

This Advent let’s rethink of the impossible in God
terms, where the impossible is possible. Let’s
turn to God in all the areas of our life that we
think are impossibly difficult or unchangeable and
let God recreate them into a new thing. Let’s
rethink impossible to include God in our thoughts,
prayers, hopes and dreams so that we live out
our Advent theme of “the impossible is what God
does best.” We know that God can change all
things into an element of redemption and hope,
even ourselves. It is for us to rethink the
impossible in terms of God’s actions in these
events to know that all things are possible for
God. We may look at our world, at our
community, at our church, at ourselves and think
that nothing can change, nothing can get better. |
want to remind you this Advent that the
impossible is what God does best.

Peace and joy this Advent,

Rev. Lisa Cook
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United Tuesday s N
Methodist December oth
Women

UMW Mission Meeting

Wednesday December 14th, 2011
7:00 General Meeting
Program: Nancy Hughey
Devotions: Sherrie Hickman
Hostesses: Sherry Dean & Connie Roettger

Christmas Caroling

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday January 14 3pm-7pm ??
3pm-ice Fishing Derby-Lake George

Public Access(Assumi ng Saf
Anyone who would like to learn about Ice
Fishing should come. We will provide
fishing equipment, portable shanties, bait,
electronic fish finders and we will show
you how to clean the fish.

Chili and/or Mulligan Stew and hot dogs
and s’more roast with hot chocolate and
hot cider.

6 to 8pm-lce skating( by t hose
Bring your own skates. If you have some
to lend, bring to church prior to event.

January 27 and 28

Men'’s overnighter and study at Woodland’s
Retreat Center on Sage Lake Road. Study
program, menu and schedule TBD. Put it on
your calendar.

February 29 ( T e nt avé drewlkanning a
Downhill Ski Event and all who can go are
welcome to attend—even if it’s to sit in the
lounge.

March 17 Corned Beef dinner, white
elephant silent auction and music in the
lounge.

May 19 Father-Son Banquet. Our program
speaker will be Jimmy Gretzinger, the co-host
of the Michigan Outdoors TV Program. He will
speak on “Tell your Story”. Tickets will be
available in a couple of months.

Vi

G INEIT ENDD IvViIiE T IO DD IS
]

The United Methodist Men meet the second Sunday of
every month for breakfast at 7am. This month Dec 11th

If you like to sing Christmas carols, I have an
arrangement for you. Not a musical arrangement,
but an arranged opportunity. Our church goes out
and carols to people in our membership who are not
db1€ 16 det around as well as they would like. We
will carol on Sunday, Dec. 18" from 5 pm to 7 pm.
We will go on a scheduled run of homes of our
members and to Bortz Nursing Home to sing for
those who are there. If you would like to sing with
us, if you have friends or family members who

192

Those over 17yrs must |hawogld l&e to §ifghvithug or liflydu SvBudddike to
Prizesf or youngest angl er | KQust@sh® and blésé cthhorBeBourd énerfbbr,
and length, and mdqs tleddpfakto be there on Dec. 18" You don’t need
6pm-Bonfire to sign up ahead of time, just meet at the church at 5

pm and we will be a blessing to God’s people. If
you would like to come early at 4 pm and eat
together, you are invited. I will have a pot of soup
yv h @n the twih § loaf of bread to share and enough
dessert for all.

Lisa Cook

g
J.A.M.

Sunday December 11
5:00pmd Dinner

sponsored by the Adult Sunday School ‘
Followed by
AThree Wise

and a Bab

A Christmas Program by the youth
Sunday School
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Larry Robinson

Ray Van Goethem
Ron Barker

Sean McClintic
Perry Shields
Jessica DeMatio
Kami Shields
Richard Fletcher
Pearl Oliver

Kay Davison
Thomas Vincent
Marguerite Kurtz
George O’Hara
Chris Janisch

Pat Roy

John Rose

Dave Leathorn
Brooklyn Casselman
Amanda Sperry
Brook Davis

Marilyn Armstrong
Bill Gardner

Mary Vines

Dottie Macintyre
Susan Crawford
Gary Howell
Francine Hungerford
Nancy Hughey
Tricia Weisend

| f

you dondt

find your

17 The Pughs

23 The Warrens

rillon Bells
If you have a favorite hymn you
would like to have played on a specific
day to commemorate a special occasion, call
Emily Warnecke at 345-3806.

The donation is $25 and your song will play
3 times during your specified day.

December sponsors are:

25 Arlene Martin
29 Nancy Hughey

December Anniversaries

2 Ron and Carol Barker

8 Liz and Anthony Remsing, Jr.
13 Gerald and Marjorie Goethe
17 Mike and Ellen Pugh

23 James and Caroline Warren
26 Nancy and Richard Inman
27 Kris and Jeff Schubert

30 Jeff and Dawn Budge

31 Lanae and Perry Shields

Thank You!

I want to thank all of you who
sent me cards concerning my
mother,Lor r ai ne
passing away. It is comforting
to understand there are so
many caring individuals.
Thank you again,

Nickie Short

To my friends at First Church,

W

GREETINGS FROM BOISE, IDA

We are visiting our daughter here
have been attending the Cathedral
Rockies UMC. A beautiful, large ch
with 4 morning services. We have
enjoyed it very mych, but are now
Rebdbd®A & Chlfofia to spend s

time with our other daughter.

HO
and
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urch
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We miss seeing everyone back aft our

West Branch Church, but are havir
good time out here in the West.
Ed and Sue Crawfor

d

[ am writing to explain my position as to my name in the
Steeplenotes (I appreciate receiving it) as to “prayer concerns”. As some
of you may know, I fell and broke my other hip in June and I’m still
using a walker to get around, not able to drive yet. [ guess 'min a

bigger hurry than God is!!

Thanks to those that sent me birthday cards.

name in

the

Erma Krumm

| i $ettheodfficebkinowt! hday s

ga

and,
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Youth News Theresa Snider

Director of Youth
Degg ﬂber 989-345-0210

tsnider@westbranchfumc.org

Thank You, UMM! Thank You,

_ Caelin Card, Magnus Card
For sponsoring the youth skeet Emily Sabins and Riley Sabins!

shoot last month. The youth had such  These outstanding youth gave up a Saturday
a great time! Look for pictures from afternoon to do a little fundraising! They
this event in the vestibule. worked really hard raking up as many leaves
Coming soon, UMM sponsored ice 35 they could in three hours time at the
fishing event set for Saturday, January  home of Don and Jane Lehman!
14th. Ice fishing will take place on Hats off to all four of you for your hard work
Lake George. & dedication! Thank you also tcdRev. Lisa
Interested youth need to signupin Cook& Ken Snidet We coul dnét
the fellowship hall. Dinner & possibly without you!
moonlight ice skating will be part of the  Did you know that our youth sponsor a Com-
festivities. passion Child for $38 a month? This one
fundraiser pretty much takes care of that
sponsorship for the year. So an extra special

‘ THANK YOUoes out toDon & Jane Lehman
ountless thanks go out to all those  for providing us with this fundraising oppor-
who have volunteered for our Sunday tunity.

youth group meetings. Getting something speaking of fundraisingcalendars are here

new started can be a big undertakingbut s o | f you havendt pick

ing pretty well. We can always use more qyring the week to see Peggy in the office.
volunteers though so if you can spare justpo n 6t f or get, new t hi

a little bit of your time to share with the  \w/e still have some available.

youth please join us. Devotions are provid-

ed and easy to do, meal s dondt need t o
fancy the kids like easy stuff and planning Dates to Remember:

a game or craft wo uDecember1llth-Youth Christmas Program
either. Do you have any special talents ~ during JAM. Meal at 5pm, Program to follow.
that you could share with our youth? They January 6th Youth Lockin for 7thii 12th
would love to get to know the adults in our grade. 8pm to 10am on the 7th. We need 5

congregation a little better. Think about it! participants signed up by 1231-11 to follow

- - hrough with these plans.
Christmas Blessings, Theresa ' CUd" With [Nese pians

S

b «
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You are Invited to a
Unique Opportunity!

Faith United Methodist Church is building a new church
building! And we are building with primarily volunteer
labor! Many times we have heard the question: “Don’t
you think this is a crazy time to be building?” (Because
of the economic times.) Many times we have
concurred... but God just keeps showing up... and
encouraging us to continue! And so... The work has
begun, we have had one team of NOMADS here, we
have some dedicated folks from Midland: First UMC
committed to helping once a week, and a group of
Young Adults, but so far, only two VIM teams are
scheduled at this point! We feel this is a unique
opportunity because there are not many VIM projects in
Michigan that churches can tap into. Our own VIM team
began at God’s Country Cooperative Parish in the Upper
Peninsula so they could get a feel for doing mission
work. But those opportunities are limited. If you have a
team, we have hook-ups for campers or a place to stay.
We have shower facilities, and provide lunches and
snacks each day. We are working right now on getting
the outside walls up and secured for the winter, next
comes the trusses and roofing! God has ordained this
project in multiple ways! People with the right skill-set
have shown up when we needed their skills, large
equipment operators have shown up to run the
equipment, vendors, community persons, Master
Plumbers, and Master Electricians have volunteered their
time and talents as well! Our hope is that with using a
primarily volunteer workforce- we will be able to use
more of our resources for the ministry that God has
called us to do, rather than having to spend them on the
building. If you have any questions, feel free to contact
the church at colemanfaithumc(@sbcglobal.net, our
volunteer coordinator at dougnethel@aol.com or myself
at rechart@yahoo.com. If you would like to check out
our progress and plans, check out our website :
www:faith-umc-coleman.com We would love to have
you come and share this opportunity to serve God and
Faith UMC!

Rev. Caroline Hart Faith UMC, Coleman, MI

December, 2011

THREEMREEN s i

A Christmas Program presented by the
youth of our church, preschool thru high
school will be presented on

Sunday December 11th
following dinner at JAM

and
Sunday December 18th
at the 11am service.
Stars tell the story of Christmas through the

eyes of three unique wise men.
A delightful program with toe-tapping music.
Enjoyable for all ages!



mailto:colemnafaithfumc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dougnethel@aol.com
mailto:rechart@yahoo.com
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, Christmas Eve Service!

We will have two worship services on Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24. The
VL be a family service at 5 pm, with all sorts of special elements for kids and families alc
with our kids singing. We will have a traditional worship service at 7 pm which will have liturg
hymns, our Chancel Choir singing and our kids choir singing. We will have candles to light at
services and gl owsticks for the kids as
special gift is being made and will be given to all who attend our Christmas Eve services. V|
you like to add a later night worship service on Christmas Eve 20127 | am interested in heat
g ?whether or not people would like to attend a 5 pm, a 7 pm and an 11 pm Christmas Eve ser
next year. Please let Rev. Cook know what you think about this and she will bring it to our
Worship Committee meeting to discuss further.

Two 10 am worship services to come

I The fourth Sunday in December this year

; Sunday morning worship, it only means that we will have one service at 10 am so we cat
worship and give thanks to God together. Please plan on coming to one big worship service at 1(
December 28, if you are able, and join in on praising God for all our blessings.
We wi | | al so have one worship service on Ne
Wesley Covenant Service within our 10 am worship service as we all worship and have commun
together. Please mark these dates on your calendar anézl @ome to give(graise and thanksgiving to

~
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N (‘P[\%pelse, no\gc"e\\trmldfood for our
o . (Chiistmas bo%es i still needed. We
are Rowhgrewh@ay the amount we need
. ofany ofstﬁﬁ\items; and,have almost

L7 .

. Vo ﬁ‘thg of a few of the items.
'\sC es'

q‘he only thing we have much of is

‘canned.yegetables and we don’t have

{ Cefough of them either. Please help

those less fortunate to have a

Merry Christmas.

A
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Operation Christmas Child wraps up another
year and proves to be a huge success! Here at
FUMC, with the packing party (which
produced 283 boxes) and the individual
shoeboxes given, we will touch the lives of 384
children.

Along with the 384 boxes from this church, our
entire region was able to collect a total of 3881
boxes overall that were sent out to Boone, NC
on Tuesday afternoon. What a fabulous
accomplishment!

I must give a BIG THANK YOU to everyone
who supported this special project that is so
dear to my heart. I believe that pretty much
everyone in this church participated in some
way. There were so many people who showed
up for the packing party, many more who made
boxes on their own and SO many made
donations which allowed us to have such a big
party. The weaving group contributed
wrapping, soap, washcloths and bags of candy.
The Wednesday morning Bible study group
helped by assembling the boxes for the party.
Then on Collection Week, we had a few of the
faithful volunteers helping to get the boxes
packed in the shipping cartons and make sure
the paperwork was completed for each donor.
So you can see what a big production it is to
get this job done. I must thank Vern especially
for being there for me every step of the way.

So once again, a GREAT BIG THANK YOU
goes out to each and everyone of you!!!

With Christian love to each of you,
Marcia

NOTE:

Being here every day in the office, I can tell you that
Marcia puts her ALL and then some into this project.
It wouldn’t happen without her! Please make sure we
all thank MARCIA!! ~PH

December, 2011

Don’t have a clue about what to get Great Aunt
Sadie? Does Cousin Bert have enough ties to choke
on? Why not give the perfect gift? It doesn’t tawke
up any valuable space. It's always the correct size.
It comes with free shipping. It's never the wrong
color. It doesn’t contain a single calorie. It is a most
far-reaching, astute, and visionary gift.

This perfect gift honors the recipient in a way no
other present can. The gift is a contribution in the
recipient’s name to the Endowment Fund or the
Endowment Scholarship Fund of First United
Methodist Church. This gift never wears out, as it
can never be spent. This gift keeps on giving year
after year, as the interest generated by it is used for
senior scholarships or special projects. This gift is
truly remarkable for it speaks in terms of forever; of
touching future generations; of selflessness on part
of the giver and receiver. Why not give the perfect
gift this year? If requested, recipients honored by
such a contribution this holiday season will receive a
personalized card announcing that a gift has been
made in their honor, along with the name of the
giver. Please mark your donation for either the
Endowment Fund or the Endowment Scholarship
Fund.

If you have any questions, please contact either
Mike Pugh (345-0978)
OR
Cindy Heitmuller (345-8311)
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¥ Albion College

United Methodist Church
Scholarship Opportunities

United Methodist Clergy Award
Amount: $1,500 (Renewable for four years)

« Available to children of ordained United Methodist clergy who are on an active assignment
with a United Methodist Conference.

« Automatic consideration for the award based on information provided on the admission
application.

John Wesley Matching Scholarship
Amount: Up to $1,000 (Renewable for four years)
« Albion College will match a scholarship that a student receives from his/her local United
Methodist Church up to $1,000.
« Complete the John Wesley Scholarship Application for consideration.

United Methodist Student Scholarship
Amount: Up to $1,000 (Renewable for four years)

« Awarded to select students who are active members of their local United Methodist Church.

« Complete the Application and Certification of Church Membership form for consideration.
« Funding is provided by the national office of the United Methodist Church.

Triple Your Dollars for Scholars
Amount: Up to $3,000 including local church scholarship, UM Foundation match, and College
match. (Renewable for four years)

« Albion College participates in the "Triple Your Dollars for Scholars" program through the
United Methodist Foundation. Visit the foundation's Web site for details about this
scholarship program.

Learn more about UMC scholarship opportunities for prospective students at:

http://www.albion.edu/admission/scholarships-and-financial-aid
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Goodtimere

MONTH ACTIVITY SPONSOR
December 10 A Christmas Carol Shaw
January TBA Hughey-Inman
February Game Night Dean

March Winter Weekend Hickman
April TBA Lehman
May Game Night Trombley
July 4th of July Warnecke
August Camping Grieg
September More Fireworks Hickman
October Planning Macintyre

SATURDAY DECEMBER 10TH
A Christmas Carol
We meet at Kirtland at 7:00pm
Or car-pool from church at 6:00
Dessert to follow at Phil & Carol Saw’s
2565 Crestview Drive
Questions?? Call 345-3717

On Sunday October 30th we celebrated All Saints Day
and remember family and friends who left us this year.

Ruth Fulcher
January 15, 1925 ~ November 6, 2010
Dorothy Turow
September 24, 1938 ~
Jessica (Jeanne) Curtis
January 30, 1942 ~
Imogene Steuernol
June 8, 1918 ~ February
Peggy (Peg) Myers
August 14, 1930 -~
Martin Clark
August 8, 1924 ~
George Widrig
December 22, 1932 -~
Wayne Matthews

October 29, 1926 -~

Jar

Janu

Febru

July

Sept g

Septe

Money has been given to the Memorial Fund
During the 2010-2011 year

In memory of:
-AOU - ETAO
*AATT A #O000EO
$17 01 OEU 4007 x
"AOOU - AOOEAxO
7AUT A - AOOEAXO
" AT OCA 7EAOEC

Gifts purchased from the Memorial Fund
during the 2010-2011 year:

“The Faith We Sing” song books in memory of:
'l (1 @EA
Cooking pans and kitchen tools in memory of:
, TOEO s$i Of 1
Microphones in memory of;
-AOU -ETAO ATA 1]
Monetary gifts to the Endowment Fund
were given in memory of:

%A 1 Ol A
“1ET 31 UAAO
«AATTA #000EO

' AT OCA 7EAOQOEGC

uar

20,

e mb e

mb e r
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PRAYER CONCERNS

If you are listed below, and wish to continue on prayer concern list, please call,

email or drop a note at the office. When a prayer concern is received, our

secretary will note the following information: date, contact person, their telephone
number, and the person for whom we are praying. If after two weeks there has been no contact,
we will call the contact person to see if they wish to continue on the list or are to be taken off.

Baby Fay Heather Merrow
Pat Clayton Phyllis Morris
Kent Davison Bev Neal

Rev. Bruce Denton Ted Newton
Maxine Gehl Sarah Oliver
Richard Gehl Jr. Jim Routson
Christine Jacobs Mary Vines
Carol Ann Kapp Carol Kerby

Ashleigh Kauffman
Erma Krumm
Tommy Libby

Don Thompson
Sherrie (sister-in-law
of Mary Cummings)

Prayer is communication with the Divine.

Extended Care
Helen Bullen
Barb Brasseur
Marie Dunn
Ilah Hickman
Irene Miller
Charlotte Perdew
Betty Richardson
Jane Robbins
Ruth Saari
Elizabeth Wilcox
John Rose

It can be whispered or chanted or written or

expressed in the work you do. However it is expressed, it is never in vain.

Membership Care Committee

Military

Sgt Rick K Glass

BM2 Michael Kirchhoff
Sgt3 Brendan Pizzala
David Trombley
Brendan Poirier

In Iraq:
SSG Jay Hale

Afghanistan:
Sgt. William Klemmer
Chad Hollobaugh

~Donna Wilk Cardillo

A Walk

fo
/ \\ Bethlehem

Hosted by the Body of Christ in
Hale, Michigan

Saturday Dec 10 ~ Sunday Dec 11
4:00pm-7:00pm

This is an incredible journey that will take you
back to the time and place of Jesus birth. Your
walk is outdoors and will take 30-40 minutes, so

dress warmly.

Park at Hale First United Methodist Church
which is located at 201 W. Main St in Hale.

Please call 989289522 for more information.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Our Financial Statement for the period
ending October 31, 2011 shows the our
EXPENDITURES exceed our revenue by
$4,826 for the Year-to-date with two months
to go. If you can manage any extra money for
“GENERAL FUND” to meet our expenses for
the year, the Church will benefit greatly from

your gift. Thank you.
I f you would Ii ke mor
Maggi e Robi®2d@d at

e

RADIO SPONSORSHIPS
Radio Sponsorships are available for 3 more Sundays in 2011.
Radio Sponsorship is $65.00. Please call the Church Office, or
sign up in Fellowship Hall (on the bulletin board) if you can
help with this very special Mission Project our geographic area
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December 4 11 18 24/25
2011
Greeters Dave and Colleen Dave and Colleen Dave and Colleen Marcia & Vern Smith 5pm
8:30 Wandoff Wandoff Wandoff Connie & Gary
Roettger 7pm
Greeters Gerry and Marge Bev Scott and Jim and Caroline 10 am
11:00 Goethe Gordon Schmald Warren Guy & Sherry Dean
Coffee Hour
8:30 Pat Janeszewski Gary, Barbara and Dave and Colleen No Coffee Hour
Brian Hughey Wandoff
Cotfee Hour Cheryl McFarland Weisand Family Kartes Family No Coffee Hour
11:00 and Marcia Smith
Nurser . .
8:30 y Linda Vincent Colleen Van Goethem Nancy J. Hughey 10am
Clara Clark
Nursery Eileen Howell Betty McClintic Liz Steinhurst
11:00
U;k;%rs Ron Trombley, Stuart Bedell and Margaret Winslow
Ushers Doug Hubbell and Richard Inman
11:00
The Osterlands Lisa Cook Marlene Sawyer Poinsettias
Altar Flowers
Radio Lori Anderson
Lay Reader Melanie and The Clark Family The Orr Family Rick and Rose White
8:30 Christopher Nolan
Laylie%%der Josh Kartes Josh Kartes Josh Kartes Josh Kartes

If you wish to sponsor a radio broadcast ($65) or altar flowers ($7.50/vase) please notify church office

(345 -0210) or place your name on sign -up sheet on entry bulletin board. You may take your flowers home
following 11:00 service. Leave the white liners at church by using one of the large plastic cups found in
the sacristy (hallway off front of sanctuary) and use white gloves to handle vases.

If you want 2 vases,

please note this so others will know . When you pay for them, please make notation on check or envelope

that it is for flowers or radio; place in offering plate, mail or bring to the church office.

Steeplenotes is published monthly by the First United Methodist Church of West Branch. Items being
submitted for publication must be received in the church office by the 20th of the current month for

publication in the next issue of Steeplenotes. Edited and published by Peggy Hosfelt.
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