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We have been a 
Spotlight church 
for many years 
and some of you 

have not even known it. Being a Spotlight 
church is a designation from our Detroit Annual 
Conference that says we are giving money to 
missions in specific areas that span the mission 
areas of the church.  

     We give to mission work as locally as we 
can and we give to global work that we can 
embrace. Being a Spotlight church begins with 
paying our apportionments in full by the end of 
the year. Then we have to connect the dots in 
several areas: we need to support Ministry 
Jubilee projects, contribute to missionaries, 
support a global initiative, support a national 
initiative, give to UMCOR, United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, and give to support the 
covenant partnership we have with Liberia and 
Haiti. We do these things through the work of 
our church in ministry and mission. 

     Many times we think of ministry as only 
something the minister does. It encompasses 
far more than that in a church as active as ours. 
Ministry through missions is a great way to be 
active in our devotion to God. Through missions 
we can reach out a hand of welcome to those 
who are struggling and be with them in the 
midst of their troubles. We can give money to 
help agencies become active in their gifts of 
giving to the least, the last, and the lost. We 
can be agents of new ministry as we help 
people to launch new programs and see their 
visions come to fruition. We can do all kinds of 
great ministry through mission. 

     One of the greatest mission teams around is 
at our church. They have launched J.A.M. 
(Jesus and a Meal), they work on Christmas 
Food Boxes at this time of the year, they are  

active in local missions and are interested in 
global endeavors. The mission team promotes 
the Summer Enrichment Program whose 6 
week religious summer program reached out 
and touched the largest number of children of 
any program in our entire Detroit Conference.  

     Our mission committee has chosen for us 
several projects to promote through Ministry 
Jubilee. We have several apportionment items 
that are chosen for us by the General Church. 
These are items that are crucial to the mission 
work of the entire church and all United 
Methodist Churches bear the load of paying a 
portion of their costs. These apportionments 
are a large ticket item in our local budget, 
$29,151 for 2011, but they go together with all 
other United Methodist Churches in our area to 
provide a piece of all that is needed to reach 
out in missions to others through our 
denomination.  

     We have a portion of our apportionment 
agreement that is open to choice. These items 
are called our Ministry Jubilee choices. We 
have a booklet full of missions across the area, 
the state and the globe that are asking for 
support for their programs. Our mission 
committee sits down each year and chooses 
the missions that we will support through our 
Mission Jubilee dollars. We choose projects 
that we can support with our $5,100 Ministry 
Jubilee budget that will make a difference in the 
lives of others as we reach out in mission to 
others in the name of God. We have 29 
projects that we support through our Ministry 
Jubilee apportionments. They are local and 
global, personal and corporate.  

     This year we are giving to SPLASH on 
behalf of our youth who helped us see the gift 
that our money can do as it goes to build wells 
in areas of the world who need clean water.  

Spotlight on Ministry 

through Missions 

Continued on page 6 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Fishing Derby-Lake George                

This event has been put on hold 
awaiting….ICE! 

January 27 and 28 
Men’s overnighter and study at  Woodland’s 
Retreat Center on Sage Lake Road.  
Friday Night—Wild Game Dinner 
Saturday—Plenty of free time and Study 
based on the Movie “Courageous”. 
Turkey Dinner 

February 29 (Tentative) we are planning a 
Downhill Ski Event and all who can go are 
welcome to attend—even if it’s to sit in the 
lounge. 

March 17  Corned Beef dinner, white 
elephant silent auction and music in the 
lounge.  

May 19  Father-Son Banquet. Our program 
speaker will be Jimmy Gretzinger, the co-
host of the Michigan Outdoors TV Program. 
He will speak on “Tell your Story”. Tickets 
will be available in a couple of months. 

The United Methodist Men meet the second Sunday of 
every month for breakfast at 7am. This month Jan 8th 

Sunday-January 8th  

5:00pm—Dinner  
sponsored by the Trustees 

 

January  8th J.A.M. is GAME 
NIGHT. The meal will be 
hosted by the Trustees. 

Everyone please bring your 
favorite board game, deck of 
cards OR Wii GAME. We will 
get out the ping pong table 
and the Wii for those wishing to work off there 
dinner. Meal served at 5:00, then we will "Get 

our game on"!  

Hope to see everyone there! 

United  
Methodist  
Women 

S 

Wednesday January 11, 2012 

7:00 General Meeting 

 

       Program:   Nancy Inman       

    Devotions:    Shirley McClenahen  

    Hostesses:    Emily Warnecke and  

    Sherrie Hickman  

 

               aginaw Bay District United 
Methodist Women will be holding the 
Spiritual Enrichment Brunch at our church 
on Saturday February 4, 2012. We are 
encouraging all women of the church to 
attend. The men will be assisting with the 
serving and cleaning so you are freed to 
attend the program! Please let Emily 
Warnecke know so we can register you. 

MONTH   ACTIVITY  SPONSOR 

 

January   Game Night  Hughey-Inman 

February   Game Night  Dean 

March    Winter Weekend Hickman 

April    TBA    Lehman 

May    Game Night  Trombley 

July    4th of July   Warnecke 

August   Camping   Grieg 

September   More Fireworks  Hickman 

October   Planning   Macintyre 

Saturday, January 21, 2012 
Soup or Chili at the Inman’s Home 

6:00pm 
Followed by Games! 
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If you don’t find your name in the list of birthdays and/or anniversaries, let the office know! 

January  
Anniversaries 

1    Mackenzie Morris 

3  Gerald Goethe 

 Gregory Lauria 

4  Connie Roettger 

 Roland Nicholas 

5 Nathan DeMatio  

6 David Longfield 

 Madeline Pochmara 

7 Kenny McLaughlin 

 Maggie  Robinson 

9 Doug Hubbell 

 Sara Steinhurst  

10 Gail Curtis 

13 Joy Brooks  

16 Brent Brooks 

 Janet Hasty 

4 Nancy & Kenny McLaughlin 

10 Colleen & Ray VanGoethem 

16 Harold & Pat Janiszewski  

23 Cheryl & Kevin McFarland 

CCC              arillon Bells  
          If you have a favorite hymn you  
               would like to have played on a specific 
day to commemorate a special occasion, call 
Emily Warnecke at 345-3806.  

       The donation is $25 and your song will play   
3 times during your specified day. 

January sponsors are: 

1  The “New” Mr. & Mrs. Robert Meyers 
5  Nathan DeMatio 
6  Gail Curtis 
7  Nancy McLaughlin 
13  Hickmans 
15  K. Hughey 
21  The Osterlands 
23  The Smiths 
26 Warneckes 
 

17 Byrd Ann Burger 

18 Sarah Jennings 

19 Tom Burger 

 Magnus Card 

20 Delani Griffin 

21 Patti DeMatio 

 Alexis Weisend 

22 Helen Jennings 

26 Betty Robinson 

27 Alexander Jennings 

 Elaine Lawe 

 James Macintyre  

 Brendon Zaske 

28 Van Simmons 

30 Drew Burger  

 Sherry Dean 

 Alta Jean McPherson 
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January  
Anniversaries 

Youth News 

January 

2012 

Theresa Snider 
Director of 

Youth 
989-345-0210 

tsnider@westbranchfumc.org 

Youth Lock-in January 6th!  

Are you signed up! It’s bound to be a 
good time. We have a white elephant 

gift exchange planned. Games, Movies, 
Snacks, all kinds of fun! Don’t miss out!  
This lock-in is for grades 7th through 
12th. It will run from 8PM on Friday 
January 6th until 10AM Saturday,  
January 7th. Come join the fun! 

Saginaw Bay District Young Disciples 

Team and the Houghton Lake Youth  

Are sponsoring a snow kidding 

event. If you are interested please 

pick up the required forms and infor-

mation posted on the youth news 

board. All money and forms must be 

turned into Theresa no later then 

January 13th. The event takes place 

on February 11th. See the youth 

board or talk to Theresa for more 

Information. 

The January 14th Ice 
Fishing Event may 
need to be postponed 
due to lack of ice!  
Theresa will keep all 
those who are interest 
in participating in this 
event up to date on the 
date changes. 

How’s those new  
youth groups going?  

 
Well since it’s start the 1st CREW Club 
(1st—6th graders) has grown from 4 reg-
ular attendees to 6. Do you know a 1st-
6th grader who might be interested in 
joining. Let Theresa know and she will 
send them a personal invitation.  The 
GOON Squad has been hit and miss. 
There have been 8 youth who have at-
tended but getting them all here at the 
same time has been a challenge. It’s un-
derstandable though this age group have 
so many things going on. It would be dif-
ficult for them to participate in every-
thing available to them. We are always 
looking for volunteers for these youth 
group meetings if you are able to help in 
any way please let Theresa know. If you 
are not able to volunteer you can help by 
praying for our youth groups.  

Blessings, Theresa 

Has your youth done  
something extraordinary?  

Then let Theresa know about it. She 
would love to highlight them on the 
Youth News board for the “Young 
People Making a Difference” section.   
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Thank You! 

Riley Sabin’s interest in this came from her 
time at camp where she heard that youth all 
over our conference we interested in raising 
money to support these well projects. Her 
encouragement to us and our offering for 
SPLASH, $525.26, supports our mission work 
well.  

     They also have chosen other projects for 
mission giving through Ministry Jubilee. These 
are many: MICAP, God’s Country Cooperative, 
Cass Community Social Services, El Buen 
Pastor in Detroit, Outdoor and Retreat 
Ministries, Camp Development, Leadership 
Development Committee which supports and 
pays for our Mission Interns, Christian 
Education, Adult Retreat Ministries, Emmaus, 
Chrysalis, New Church starts, Town and 
Country Mustard Seed grants, Ministerio 
Hispanic Shalom, UM Retirement Homes, 
Camps for mentally and Physically Challenged, 
Board of Church and Society, Native American 
Leadership Development, the Oscoda, 
Sagining and Zeba Indian churches, Joy 
Southfield Health Clinic, SVSU Ecumenical 
Campus Ministry, missionary Katie Peterson, 
Church and Community Worker Charissa 
Charcross, Global Refugee Response, Baldwin 
Church and Center and Nothing But Nets. This 
is a huge list of people and places that are 
touched by our giving. They are places where 
mission is being done in our name because we 
have given to them through our Ministry 
Jubilee gifts. We have been in ministry and 
mission in places where we have not even 
gone because our mission dollars have gone 
for us. We have touched the hearts of those 
we don’t even know through our giving. A 
spotlight has been put on us because we have 
given in all the Spotlight church areas but a 
spotlight has been put on these missions 
because they have reached out to people in 
their areas that are hurting and they have used 
our Ministry Jubilee money to enhance their 
visions and dreams for their ministry to hurting 
people.  
 

As we begin this new year, let us give thanks to 
God for the money that we have been able to 
give to God’s work in the world in and through 
us and our mission committee. Let us lift up the 
mission work that is being done in the Detroit 
Annual Conference, even in these difficult 
financial times and know that we have been an 
important part of seeing these mission areas 
continue. Thank you for your giving, thank you 
for your mission, thank you for your ministry to 
those who are counting on us, who are praying 
for a helping hand, who are asking God for 
people to stand with them in their hurt and 
need. 
God bless you and our church, 
Rev. Lisa Cook 

Spotlight on Ministry through Missions  continued from page 2 

A big thank you to all who have blessed me 

with goodies, cards, financial gifts, love, 

hugs and support during this Christmas 

season. I have truly enjoyed and 

appreciated each and every one. I have 

eaten as much as 

I could, more 

than I should, 

taped cards to 

my door, filling it 

up well, spent 

your money to 

help others who 

have needed it, 

and sent your 

love and care to Ron as I have talked to 

him each night. He and I thank you for 

your Christmas blessings to us this year! 

Ron and Lisa Cook 
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Hebrews 11 gives a definition of faith and is a 

kind of summary of the Old Testament faithful 

forefathers (saints) who by faith carried out 

God’s will. As was then is also true today. 

Hebrews 11 verse 3 states that “By faith we 

understand that the universe was formed at 

God’s command, so that what is seen was not 

made out of what is visible. 

Faith is developing a relationship with God. It is 

by faith that we confess that Jesus is the Son 

of God. As Christians we follow the example of 

Jesus as given to us in the New Testament, 

written by faithful saints of God. 

Because we live in this world, we too are faced 

with many of the same temptations, conflicts, 

and hardships of the past. How do we 

persevere through trials and tribulations? 

Through faith in the Word of God. 

During this Sunday School year, Marilyn 

Nathan’s adult class is studying various verses  

 

 

 

of Scripture to help understand the Will of God 

in our lives. A passage of Scripture is read 

that is pertinent to our lives and then class 

members express what the passage means to 

them which usually ends up being a class 

discussion of seeing differing points of view. 

What does faith have to do with this? 

Everything! Hebrews 12, verses 1 and 2 

states, “Therefore since we are surrounded by 

such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 

off everything that hinders and the sin that so 

easily entangles, and let us run with 

perseverance, the race marked out for us. Let 

us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 

perfecter of our faith, who with joy set before 

him, endured the cross, scorning shame, and 

sat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Come join us on Sundays at 9:45 in room 6 

and learn about our faithful God and His Son 

Jesus Christ. 

Marilyn Nathan 

WHAT DOES FAITH  HAVE TO DO WITH IT? 

Crumbs from the Table 

January 14, 2011 at 11:30 A.M. 

165 E. Sage Lake Road 
Rose City, Michigan   989-685-2050 

 
A discussion focusing on Leymah Gbowee, the Lutheran 

women who recently accepted the Nobel Peace Prize for her 
non violent struggle to end the civil war in Liberia. We will view a 
DVD, share in lunch and fellowship and use the “Women, War 

and Peace” discussion guide developed by the Episcopal 
Church.  For more information, contact Debbie at 586-244-2771 

Sponsored by Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
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THANK YOU to everyone who helped with J.A.M. 
in 2011. Without you, this wonderful outreach and 
time of Christian fellowship would not be able to 
happen. Each month we have shared a wonderful 
meal and program or entertainment along with 
great Christian fellowship. We have had such 
delightful variety in food and programs. I look 
forward to what the new year brings and to the 
opportunity to share the love of Christ with all of 
you and others in our community. Let's all make an 
intentional effort to invite our family, friends and 
neighbors to J.A.M. in 2012. It is a fun, informal 
way of sharing the love and grace so freely given 
to us by our heavenly Father with our neighbors! 
Can't wait to see you there and make your 
neighbors my neighbors! 

Together in Christ, 

Melanie Nolan 

THANK YOU to all who helped 
with the Christmas Food boxes. 
This year we added 5 families, 
giving a total of 56 families a 
complete Christmas dinner with 
a few extras! That is 176 people 
who will not go hungry this 
Christmas because our church 
family is serious about being the 
hands and feet of Jesus! Thank 
you to all who prayed for the 
families receiving the boxes, 

donated food and money, inventoried food, collected boxes, 
reinforced boxes, packed boxes, picked up turkeys and 
those who got out of bed bright and early to help put the 
final cold items in the boxes and secure them. Please keep 
these families in your prayers throughout the year. I look 
forward to serving with all of you throughout the year. God 
bless you all!!

 

Together In Christ,

 

Melanie Nolan 

The Church received “Thank 
you notes” from the following 
families, receiving food boxes: 
 

      Merry Christmas & Happy New 
Year to all at the United Methodist 
Church—Thanks for the Christmas 
basket. 
            David Crawford Family 
 

Dear United Methodist 

Church, 

     Thank you for the food 

basket, it was such a nice 

blessing. 

     Thank you for all you 

did. 

                     Bethany Weber 
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At Christmas Day worship, the children presented baby Jesus 
with socks and wishes from them and the congregation. The 
socks will be donated to Surline School...so all children will 
have warm feet. 
 
Following are wishes that were presented to baby Jesus. 

Your story of your birth, your life 

and your death is known to us all. 

Is that your everlasting and true love 

reach any more hearts  

this next year. 

Prayers for 

North 

Korea 

Be strong 

Hope 

Love 

Peace 

Health 

Health and Happiness for all 

That more of the  
world’s people will worship 

you and your father, God. Peace on Earth! 

That this 

message stays 

with all of us 

forever! ...is to be in the 

hearts of all 

mankind. 
Love can be 
renewed to 
friends, family 
and the world. 

The growth 
of our church. 

PEACE ON EARTH 

That I may 

appreciate his 

gift to me and 

live in his 

presence in 2012. 
That he will be remembered over the joy of gifts. He will be honored at every home 

and thanked for all he gives. 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

Baby Fay 
Pat Clayton 
David Cummings 
Kent Davison 
Rev. Bruce Denton 
Maxine Gehl 
Richard Gehl Jr. 
Christine Jacobs 
Carol Ann Kapp 
Ashleigh Kauffman 
Carol Kerby 
Erma Krumm  
Tommy Libby 
 
 
 
 
 

Military 
Sgt Rick K Glass 
BM2 Michael Kirchhoff  
Sgt3 Brendan Pizzala 
David Trombley 
Brendan Poirier 

In Iraq: 
SSG Jay Hale 

Afghanistan: 
Sgt. William Klemmer 
Chad Hollobaugh 

                   If you are listed below, and wish to continue on prayer concern list, please call,                        
    email or drop a note at the office.   When a prayer concern is received, our  
    secretary will note the following information:  date, contact person, their telephone 
number, and the person for whom we are praying.  If after two weeks there has been no contact, 
we will call the contact person to see if they wish to continue on the list or are to be taken off.                                            
                  Membership Care Committee  

Extended Care  
Helen Bullen 
Barb Brasseur 
Marie Dunn 
Ilah Hickman 
Irene Miller 
Charlotte Perdew 
Betty Richardson 
Jane Robbins 
Ruth Saari 
Elizabeth Wilcox 
John Rose 

Prayer is communication with the Divine.   It can be whispered or chanted or written or expressed in the 
work you do.   However it is expressed, it is never in vain.    

~Donna Wilk Cardillo 

Heather Merrow 
Phyllis Morris 
Bev Neal 
Ted Newton 
Sarah Oliver 
Jim Routson 
Mary Vines 
Brandon Scoppa 
Don Thompson 
Sherrie (sister-in-law 
of Mary Cummings) 

BLOOD DRIVE 
West Branch Church of God 

601 Progress Street 

Thursday January 12, 2012 

12 noon—5:45pm 
Sponsored by West Branch Church of God 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

     We have had generous giving in the last couple 

months and although we have not calculated all of 

our expenditures for December, our Financial 

situation has definitely improved with some 

wonderful year -end giving.  At the end of October 

we had $4800 more in expenditures than revenue 

and that amount is being quickly eliminated.   Thank 

you for your prayerful consideration of this 

problem and THANK YOU for supporting our 

Church in this manner.  

 
If you would like more information, contact 

Maggie Robinson  
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If you wish to sponsor a radio broadcast ($65) or altar flowers ($7.50/vase) please notify church office (345 -0210) or place your name 

on sign-up sheet on entry bulletin board. You may take your flowers home following 11:00 service. Leave the white liners at chur ch by using 

one of the large plastic cups found in the sacristy (hallway off front of sanctuary) and use white gloves to handle vases.  If you want 2 
vases, please note this so others will know . When you pay for them, please make notation on check or envelope that it is for flowers or 

radio; place in offering plate, mail or bring to the church office.  

Steeplenotes is published monthly by the First United Methodist Church of West Branch. Items being submitted for 

publication must be received in the church office by the 20th of the current month for publication in the next issue 

of Steeplenotes. Edited and published by Peggy Hosfelt.  

January 

2012 

 
1 

 
8 15 

 

22 

 

29 

Greeters  

8:30  

 Linda Vincent  Sandy and George 

Fuess 

Jane and Don 

Lehman 

Kris and Jeff 

Schubert  

Greeters  

11:00 

 Bev Scott  Carol and Phil 

Shaw 

Naomi Bunting  

Eve Chambers 

Betty and Ray 

McClintic  

Coffee Hour 

8:30  

 

 

 Mary and Chris 

Chrysler  
Jane and Don 

Lehman 

Bill Warnecke  

Coffee Hour 

11:00 
 Naomi Bunting 

and  

Eve Chambers 

Carol and Phil 

Shaw 

Jan Hasty  Mary Lynch & Werner 

vonDaggenhauasen 

Nursery  

8:30  
 Beth Orr  Phyllis Morris  Colleen            

VanGoethem 

Linda Vincent  

Nursery  

11:00 
 Cheryl McFarland  Sharron Ibbotson 

Mary Louise  

Betty McClintic  Sue Smith  

Ushers  

8:30  
Chris and Mary Chrysler         

Ushers  

11:00 
Jim and Charlotte Greig, Ken Weisend       

Altar Flowers  
Nancy and Kenny 

McLaughlin 
Steinhurst Family  Lisa Cook Weisend Family  

Kartes Family  

Zaske Family  

Radio   
 

 Chris and Mary 

Chrysler  

Lay Reader 

 8:30  

 The Orr Family  Rob Urbain  Emily Warnecke  Clara Clark 

Lay Reader 

11:00 
Jordan Kartes  Jordan Kartes  Jordan Kartes  Jordan Kartes  Jordan Kartes  

10AM SERVICE  

Kerry Zaske  

Sherry and Guy 

Dean 
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