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Ways Forward

After Easter there is usually a lull. It is a quiet
period after a

busy season. Before me on my desk is a
small chalice from Israel, a petite pot from
Guatemala, new hope anointing oil from
Georgia and a spike from West Branch. These
symbols bear, for me, a reminder of the
Easter season. Open communion shared,
healing prayed for, missions in our midst and
a spike pressed into our palms during our
Maundy Thursday worship.

The Easter season is full of symbolic
representation of the activity of Jesus long
ago. He chose to walk back to Jerusalem
where his life, and the lives of his disciples,
had been threatened.

He went forward through Samaria and talked
to the woman at the well, changing her life
and staying in this Samaritan town to talk to all
the inhabitants. Jesus chose to enter
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday riding on a
donkey, fulfilling Zechariah’s scripture, amid a
crowd of well wishers. He taught in the
Temple, talked to his followers, and cleared
out the money changers. All in all he made
enemies, not friends, in this final week of his
life that we call Holy Week. He set aside time
to eat Passover with his disciples and he
washed their feet when no one else took on
this servant’s job.

He changed the meal into a remembrance of
his life and death, when he was certain that
his betrayer was eating right there at his table.
Judas came at night and identified Jesus for
the Roman guards. They took him and they
judged him to be a blasphemer as he equated
himself with God. The Romans were the only
ones who could mete out capital punishment,
so the Jewish leaders took him to Pilate to be
crucified. Jesus stepped forward knowing this
sacrifice was to come and he went to meet it.

He gave up his life so that we could have
eternal life. We celebrate that gift at Easter and
give thanks for our life giving salvation as we
remember death defying resurrection, his
victory over the grave.

Our Easter lull allows us to look around our
lives and see how we have been changed by
the resurrection of Jesus and its celebration on
Easter morning. How have we been changed?
Have we gone forward in our spiritual life? Are
there one or two areas in your life that has been
renewed or remade by this Lenten/ Easter
season? | have gained a respect for all those
who create beauty with their hands. In my
Lenten project | have been humbled by the
difficulty of knitting a simple Prayer Shawl and
putting fringe on it. It is complete and is ready
to be given away. Our Soup Supper Bible Study
taught me to bring Jesus into my ordinary
evening and day and make it an extra-ordinary
day. My opportunity to worship through these
last three days of the Triduum: Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and
Easter morning, have been life changing. |
hope you have felt the glory of God in your life
this Easter season and have found ways to
symbolically remember, allow your life to be
changed and found ways forward with Jesus as
you have celebrated this Easter together.

Blessings,
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Daughters’ Dinner#*

*For all who have
been daughters

Tx
B g 3ih

Sweet Adelines

First United Methodist Church
May 7, 2011
Dinner 6:00pm

Program to follow
Tickets:
Ladies~$8.00
Young Ladies~$6.00 (ages 5-12)
Little Misses~Free (ages 5 and under)

TICKETS AVAILABLE IN CHURCH OFFICE

S

United
Methodist
Women

Meetings are
held at 7:00pm
on 2nd Wed of

the month at

the church.

Wednesday May 11th

6:00 Potluck
Hostesses: Betty Robinson
Nancy Hughey
Shirley McClenahen

Program: Lori Ames
Preventing Misuse of Drugs in

The United Methodist Women
First United Methodist Church

SALE DATES

May 4th — noon - 7 p.m.
May 5th — 9 a.m. — 4 p.m.
May 6th — 9 a.m.—1 p.m.

(1 bag for $1 — 3 bags for $2)

There will be NO

In May because it is....
Mothers' Day!

See you all in JUNE for a play by the 1st
thru 3rd grade Sunday School class,
along with a few of the older youth. The
meal will be hosted by the Membership
Care Committee under the direction of
Chef Boy R.W.

RUMMAGE SALE COLLECTION

After 1pm on Sunday May 1
and Monday May 2 until 6:30pm
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May
Birthdays

May
Anniversaries

13
16
17
18

19
20

21

22
23

25
28

29

31

Jackie Lewis
Donna Nelson
Reid Jones
Karen Muir
Nancy Inman
Denny Kiroff

Burt Morris

Liz Steinhurst
Jennifer Easlick
Harold Phillips
Robert Steinhurst
Peter Jennings
Ellen Pugh
Maryanne Steelman
Nancy Hoxie
James Beatty
Lauren Zaske
James Armstrong
Ruth Saari
Shaelyn Smith
Vern Smith
Elizabeth Orr
Karen Brewer
Jeff Budge

Terry Schaiberger
Sue Jennings
Cindy Heitmuller
Jeanette Nathan
Margaret Winslow
Joanna Kartes
William Sawyer
Thomas Zaske
Casey Smith
Naomi Bunting
Maxine Gehl
Helen McCann
Lauren Steinhurst
Colleen Wandoff
Riley Sabins

Sue Smith

Mary Sutton

Ben Osterland

2 Dottie and Jim Macintyre

6 Joy and Brent Brooks
Jennifer and Kent Easlick

9 Kerry and Thomas Zaske

11 Lois and Martin Clark

14 Liz and Bob Steinhurst

16 Alexandria and Christopher McFarland

18 Betty and Ray McClintic

Jean and John Rose

22 Helen and Dale Gardner
Chris and Jim Janisch

24 Eve and Bob Chambers
DeEtta and Roland Nicholas

If you don't find your name in the list of birthdays and/or
anniversaries, let the office know!

b ©  Thank you to everyone for
the warm birthday wishes
and birthday cards. You
are a great ‘‘family ™!

X A Peggy Hosfelt

STEEPLENOTES
DEADLINE FOR JUNE IS
MAY 20TH
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Youth News
May
20711

Theresa Snider
Director of Youth
& New Church
Programs
989-345-0210

tsnider@westbranchfumc.org

Upcoming Events

May 1st— Operation Youth-Mission Chili, Chili Cook-
off, bake sale and auction. This is the major fundrais-

er for the Sr. High Youth Mission Trip. Please make
plans to join us.

May 11th— Last CRASH meeting for the year

May 12th- Last Yoyos meeting for the year

May 13th— CRASH and YoYos End of Year Celebra-

tion Mini Lock-in. From 4 to 9PM for Yoyos and from

6PM to Midnight for CRASH. CRASH and YoYos kids
will enjoy a fun filled evening of games, recreation,
food and reflection.

May 17th- Special Needs Brainstorming Meeting,
3PM in the Fellowship Hall

Protection Training Dates
Do you plan on working with the youth this

summer during VBS or the Summer Enrichment

Program? (I sure hope so!) You may need to

participate in a one day training to get certified.

Please see Theresa for details, the upcoming
available classes are listed below...

May 7th - Saturday

10a.m.-1p.m.

Christ U.M.C.

4267 S. Two Mile

Bay City, MI

Trainer: Marty Doring

989-686-6793 or martydoringatt.net@aol.com

June 11th - Saturday

10a.m.-1p.m.

Hale U.M.C.

201 West Main

Hale, MI

Trainer: Melene Wilsey

989-839-4798 or umcedconsultant@aol.com

Operation Youth— Mission Chili

May 1st!

Don't forget to join us for lunch right after the
single 10AM service. There will be plenty of
chili that needs judging. We have entries from
Bill Warnecke, Rob Urbain, Nancy McLaughlin,
Charlotte Greig, Jim Manier, Stacy Sabins and
the Sr. High Youth. We will have specialty
baked items for auction from Naomi Bunting,
Bob Steinhurst, Gail Curtis, Eve Chambers and
Shirley McClenahen. We will have hand made
crafts made by the youth and congregation
members for auction. We will have a variety of
bake sale items made by the youth and mem-
bers of our congregation for sale. Thank you to
all of the talented congregation members who
helped make this event possible. We couldn’t
have done it without you!

What would YOU like to do? SURVEY

Have you filled out this survey yet? Its
been circulated for a couple of weeks as
a bulletin insert. We need your input to
know what ideas to move forward with.
Please see page 6, if you haven't filled it
out and do so today. The survey can be
placed in my mail box at the church or
placed in the attendance folders in the
pews. I will get them either way. Thank
you for your continued support of new
church program development.
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What would YOU like to do?

Please take some time to fill out this simple survey and drop it off at church. These are some of the activities
discussed at the latest brainstorming meeting. Do you have ideas of your own feel free to add to the list. Place a

check mark in the boxes next to the activities that interest you.

O Computer Classes-Basic Classes for Adults
Q Family Fun Nights

O Shopping Days— For those seniors who don't
like to drive, get paired up with a friend from church
and have a shopping date. It could be grocery shop-
ping, shopping for a gift or anything that fits your
needs. (Please mark this box if you would like to partic-
ipate as a driver friend or a rider friend.)

O The Chit Chat Spot— A coffee gathering during
the day at the church where you can meet with friends
and just chit chat or play a card game or two.

Q Softball Games— One time games that could be
teams formed from our congregation or possibly us
against another church team.

O Parents Night Out— Provided child care for
parents who need a night out. (Please check this box if
you would like a night out or if you would like to help
provide child care. This would be set nights and the
child care would be provided at the church)

O Puppet Ministry— We would like to have pup-
peteers of all ages join in for this venture. We have the
cutest puppets and props lets put them to good use.

Name:
(optional)

Email:

Check us out on

Press the
on the activities at our church.

O Clown Ministry— Ever thought it would be
great to let loose and be the talk of the town? Well
here is a fun way to do just that! Everyone has a little
clown inside, why not break out your inner clown to
share the love of God with others in this fantastic way.

O Financial Education— Participate in classes
that would give participants insight to how to recognize
a scam, how to pay off debt, and the keys to savings,
just to name a few.

Q Drill Team- Be part a drill team that would par-
ticipate in parades and community events.

O Parade Float Development and Parade
Participation

O National Make a Difference Day— Be part of
a group that would chose a organization or family that
they would like to make a difference for. Do fundrais-
ing or another activity to make a difference in the lives
of others. (Falls in the month of October)

Q0 YOUR IDEA HERE-

Lik
- button and you will be connected to our facebook page and be kept up to date
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We have started our
fundraising
campaign to
upgrade and
improve our
Carillon Bells. Our
goal is to raise the
$7000 to upgrade the equipment and
do any improvements to bring it into
the digital age. Our old tapes have
become worn and the new digital
system will not only replace the old
tape system, but has much more
flexibility!!!! And quite a few
songs to choose from!!!

MINISTRY JUBILEE

Over the past few years we have been given choice in our ministry
apportionments. We still have a set amount that we pay as our basic
apportionments, where we help areas of the United Methodist
Church to thrive with financial assistance, and we have paid these
apportionments at 100% for a long time. Beyond the set
apportionment amount, we have ministry settings that we can select
to support. These ministry settings have all been approved by our
Detroit Annual Conference and are looking to churches for financial
support. We support these ministry settings of our choice, Ministry
Jubilee giving, as it is called, by choosing areas that we think our
church appreciates and deciding how much money we can give to
each project or program. Below is a list of all our Ministry Jubilee
giving. In our next newsletter we will highlight some of these program
and tell you what they do and how they help others. Please keep
these Ministry Jubilee areas in your prayers. If there is an area that
you feel strongly about and would want to support it in honor or in
memory of a loved one, feel free to write on your envelope the
project and amount you would like to give.

Envelopes were handed out at the MJ1102  [MICAP $250
Palm Sunday Service for this MJ1110 God's Country Cooperative Parish $300
project. You can also sign up on the MJ1151 Cass Community Social Services $300
lendar in the entry to Fellowshi MJ1153 B Buen Pastor, Detroit _ $200
calen Yy P MJ1200 Outdoor & Retreat Ministries--Camp Development $150
Hall. You can pledge songs for a MJ1214  [Leadership Development Committee $150
day or a multitude of days at $25/ MJ1256  |Outdoor & Retreat Ministry Programing $250
day. MJ1400 Christian Education Board of Christian Education $250
We are about half-way to our goal mgg: 'édu't Retreat Ministries 3250
. . mmaus -- Adult Spiritual Renewal $150
of $7000 and our goal is to raise the MJ1302___|Chrysalis — Youth Walk to Emmaus $150
$7000 by July 1!!!! MJ1304  |New Church Start Partnership--Disciple-Making Ministries $100
Ring those bells! If you can MJ1309 Town & Contry Incentive Grants $100
. . s MJ1123 Ministerio Hispanic Shalom $200
contribute to this fundraising . —

. MJ1351 Benevolent Care -- UM Retirement Communities $500
project, please fill out a Pledge MJ1353  |Camps for Mentally & Physically Challenged $150
envelope! MJ1453  |Jubilee Gift $100
Thank you!!! MJ1401 __ [Board of Church and Society $100

MJ1119 Native American Leadership Development $50
MJ1170 Oscoda Indian Church $50
° MJ1172 Saganing Indian Church $50
MJ1171 Zeba Indian Church $50
0 tlme MJ1129  |Joy Southfield Health Clinic $200
MJ1224 S.V.S.U. Ecumenical Campus Ministry $150
. . TOTAL| $4,200
Picnic at Sootliaht Givi
. potlig iving
Phil and Carol Shaw’s
982942 Katie Peterson God's Country. Comm. Parish  Salary Support $200
5 R 00pm 982983 Charissa Shawcross Church & Comm. worker Salary Support $200
* 982540 Global Refugee Response $150
161125 Baldwin Ave. Service Center, Pontiac $200
Monday May 30th 982015 Nothing But Nets $150
TOTAL $900
Grand Totall $5,100
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WNAKE Up

Spring is here and it is time for
the flowers in the Memorial
Garden to wake up from their
g.95( long winter nap. That also

‘E‘gp means it is time for the garden

committee to get back to work.
Our first meeting will be
Tuesday May 3rd. at 6:30 p.m. and we have
openings for new members. You can be a full
committee member and attend committee
meetings to help make decisions about projects
for the garden and be responsible to one of the
sections of the garden. Or you can be an
assistant to a committee member and help with
the maintenance of the garden. All help is
appreciated.

The first task of the committee is to decide what
new plants to add to the garden this year. Each
committee member decides what plants should
be included in their section but your suggestions
are welcome. Next comes the biggest job of the
season and that is spring clean up. Leafs have
to be raked up and bushes need to be pruned.
The fountain and pools need to be cleaned so
the gold fish can come back from their winter
home. Mulch needs to be added where
needed. Again all help is appreciated.

Next comes the fun job and that is the
purchasing and planting of the flowers and
plants. When that is done, the season is in full
swing and the beautiful flowers start to do their
thing.

It is also a good time to revisit some important
aspects of the Memorial Garden. The Memorial
Garden belongs to the members. It was created
to be a multipurpose garden. It provides a
beautiful place for the interment of ashes of
loved ones. It also is a place that you can come
to meditate and visit with God. We hope that
individuals and groups will visit the garden often.
Sunday school classes have used the garden. A

wedding has actually taken place in the garden
and often wedding pictures are taken in the
garden. The garden belongs to our members
but as the sign on the fence states, we
welcome visitors.

Members of our church, relatives of members,
and others may have their ashes interred in the
garden. There is a fee schedule for each
category. Contact the church or a committee
member to find out what the fees are. Ashes
are buried directly into the ground and no
permanent marker is put at the site. A plaque is
in the hall by the entrance to the garden which
has a grid of the garden. Each grid is 8 feet
square. When ashes are interred a plate is
engraved with the persons name, year of birth
and year of death, and which grid the ashes
are interred in. So anyone can check this
plaque to find the location where ashes were
interred.

Gifts can be made " in honor of "

or "in memory of " a loved one.

Gifts can be designated for a

specific item or plant in the

garden or for general garden

use. Gifts can be made at time of

funerals by designating that the

gift is for the Memorial Garden, when money is
put into the envelope that is provided for that
purpose. Gifts will be listed in the Memorial
Garden Book which is kept on a pedestal by
the garden plaque.

Finally, the garden committee members and |
would like to thank you for your trust and
support. We hope you visit the garden often
and enjoy it's beauty, and may you feel the
love and grace of God when you visit.

Sincerely,
Bill Warnecke chairperson
Memorial Garden Committee Members
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Join me for a
Visit?

There are so many
wonderful people in
our church that are no
longer able to come to
church but would still
like a visit. We have a
group of people, we
call our Caring Core,
that we would like to visit regularly. They would
love to see you. If you would give one person a
chance to visit with you, they would love it and |
would be willing to go with you. Please call me at
the church, 345-0210, or email me at
therevlisacook@sbcglobal.net to let me know you
would like to be a visitor. You could go one time or
make a regular event out of it throughout the year.
Let me know what would work with your schedule.
| would enjoy having you visit our homebound
people with me.

Rev. Lisa Cook

STATE OF THE CHURCH
P

o keep the Church family updated on our

Financial Status here at First United, the
Finance Committee would like to mention the
following---
Our revenues to date in 2011 are approximately
$4000 short of our expenses. We do expect
more revenue as we enter Spring and Summer,
but we do have more expenses this year than last
year since we have all our personnel in place, as
in contrast to last year when we did not have to
pay a secretary for five months and a Director of
Youth for six months. We ask you to pray about
how you will help our Church reach the goal of
our offerings meeting all of our expenditures.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of
your giving to our Church.

Finance Committee

Ministry with the Poor

Every year all 400+ churches in the Detroit Annual
Conference meet together at Adrian College to go
over the last year’'s events and decide on the
direction for the future. The ministers and
representatives from the churches decide together
on what will happen and how we will reach out to
make disciples for the transformation of the world.
As your minister | will be going to Annual
Conference and as your representative, Carol
Shaw will be going to Annual Conference. We will
be voting on your behalf as we discuss events of
the past year and ideas for the future. This year’s
theme is ministry with the poor and it is one of the
four focus areas that the Bishop’s Council has
asked us to concentrate on. These four areas of
focus are: engaging in ministry with the poor,
developing principled Christian leaders for the
church and the world. Creating new places for
new people and renewing_; existing_;

congregations, and stamping our killer diseases]
of poverty by improving health globally. We will
discuss ministry with the poor throughout the
world and in our conference. You might know
that Ogemaw County is one of the poorest
counties in this area. We have poor people righf
among us. We are in ministry to the poor as we
offer J.A.M., a free meal and program to the
community, as we encourage kids to attend our
free Summer Enrichment Program where they
learn about the Bible, have games, snacks,
songs and more. We also reach out to the poor
throughout the world as we continue to enlarge
our mission area. Please keep us in your
prayers as we attend Annual Conference from
May 19-22, 2011 and as we bring back
information from conference to our church.

Blessings, Rev. Lisa Cook
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American
Red Cross

BLOOD DRIVE

Thursday May 19th
12 noon—5:45pm

West Branch

Church of God
601 Progress Street

Sponsored by
St. John Lutheran Church
To schedule an appt.
call 1-800-691-6059 ext 24 or
log onto redcrossblood.org,
sponsor code: WB Church.

Must have photo ID or donor card
to donate.

N il <
RS
Saturday, May 21, the Caring
Pregnancy Center is sponsoring the
Choose Life Walk. This walk is to
raise funds to purchase an
ultrasound machine as a tool in
counseling pregnant women. The
mission of the center is “to help
prevent the tragedy of abortion by
reaching out with Christ’s love to
those in all pregnancy situations and
to assist each one to make God-
pleasing, life-affirming choices.”
Using the ultrasound will make the
concept that there is a life within a
reality. The walk is one mile along
the river walk and back or you may
pick your walking site. Sponsors will
commit to a donation of their choice.
Caring Pregnancy Center will collect
from the sponsors. For more
information, follow the newsletter and
bulletins or contact David Hickman
or contact Caring Pregnancy Center
at 345.39009.

Will you walk a mile?

PRAYER CONCERNS

We have updated the Prayer concerns list, if
you are listed below, and wish to continue on the prayer concern
list, please call, email or drop a note at the office. =~ When a
prayer concern is received, our secretary will note the following
information: date, contact person, their telephone number, and
the person for whom we are praying. If after two weeks there
has been no contact, we will call the contact person to see if
they wish to continue on the list or are to be taken off.

Membership Care Committee

Kay Belanger

Pat Clayton

Kent Davison

Rev. Bruce Denton
Maxine Gehl
Richard Gehl Jr.
Barbara Hughey
Ashleigh Kauffman
Erma Krumm
Tommy Libby
Karrie Martis
Heather Merrow
Phyllis Morris
Lewis Mounts
Sarah Oliver
Becky Parks
Michael Reiterman
Jim Routson
Malcolm Smith
The Stein Family
Mary Vines

Tracy White
George Widrig

Extended Care
Tracy Boks
Helen Bullen
Barb Brasseur
Marie Dunn

Ilah Hickman
Irene Miller
Charlotte Perdew
Betty Richardson
Jane Robbins
Ruth Saari
Caroline Wellemeyer
Elizabeth Wilcox

Military

Sgt Rick K Glass

BM2 Michael Kirchhoff
LCPL Cooper S. Morse
Sgt3 Brendan Pizzala
David Trombley

In Iraq:
SSG Jay Hale

Afghanistan.
Sgt. William Klemmer
Chad Hollobaugh

Prayer is communication with the Divine.
It can be whispered or chanted or written or expressed in the
work you do. However it is expressed, it is never in vain.

~Donna Wilk Cardillo
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May 1 8 15 22 29
2011 One service 10:00

Greeters Clara and Joe Clark Linda Vincent The Zaske Don and Dorothy
8:30 Dave and Colleen Family Thompson

Wandoff

Greeters Doug and Sheryl Betty and Ray Alta Jean Mary Cummings

11:.00 Hubbell McClintic McPherson
Coffee Hour Joe and Clara Ken and Nancy Thom and Darlene |  Pat Wiegerink

8:30 Connie and Gary Clark Hughey Jones Dale and Helen

Coffee Hour
11:00

Roettger

Gardner

Shirley McClenahen

Vern and Marcia

Betty and Ray

Nancy and Richard

Nancy Hoxie Smith McClintic Tnman
Nursery Nancy J. Hughey Clara Clark Kerry Zaske Beth Orr Colleen
8:30
VanGoethem
N;J;B%'y Eileen Howell Cheryl McFarland Liz Steinhurst Betty McClintic Sue Smith
Ushers 8:30 . . Dave and Colleen Wandoff, Elizabeth Clark
Brian Martin,
Vern Smith

Ushers 11:00

Caelin Card, Riley Sabins, Dean Brown, Josh Kartes

Altar Flowers

Marlene Sawyer

Thom and Darlene
Jones

Cassidy and Derek
Orr
The Kartes Family

The Zaske Family
The Smith Family

The Steinhursts
The Osterlands

Radio Tom and Kerry The Beattys Sue and Rowan
Zaske Smith Family
Lay Reader
ay&;% ¢ Rose White Chris Janisch Emily Warnecke Phyllis Morris
Rob Urbain
Laylli(e)c(x)der‘ Theresa Snider Theresa Snider Theresa Snider Theresa Snider

If you wish to sponsor a radio broadcast ($65) or altar flowers ($7.50/vase) please notify church office
(345-0210) or place your name on sign-up sheet on entry bulletin board. You may take your flowers home
following 11:00 service. Leave the white liners at church by using one of the large plastic cups found in
the sacristy (hallway off front of sanctuary) and use white gloves to handle vases. If you want 2 vases,

please note this so others will know. When you pay for them, please make notation on check or envelope

that it is for flowers or radio; place in offering plate, mail or bring to the church office.

Steeplenotes is published monthly by the First United Methodist Church of West Branch. Items being
submitted for publication must be received in the church office by the 20th of the current month for
publication in the next issue of Steeplenotes. Edited and published by Peggy Hosfelt.
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